SUBTERRANEA BRITANNICA — 14 SEPTEMBER 1984 — NEWSLETTER 2 
FROM THE SECRETARY 


Paul W SOWAN, 96a BRIGHTON ROAD, SOUTH CROYDON, SURREY CR2 
GAD 


PHONE: most schooldays (16.15 —- 18.15 OGNLY) on O01 — 764 - 
7671 


DEAR MEMBERS 


Our first NEWSLETTER was well received, s0 it seems 
worthwhile producing another one. Here it is. 


A) IN RETROSPECT 
THE EAST KENT STUDY WEEKEND — 22 to 24 JUNE 


This was a qreat success, and congratulations to Val 
Bannister and Ken Cooper and their team for ail the 
organisation for such a large group and varied programm. 
Members saw almost everything they hoped to see, with the 
probable exception for many of the modern Channel Tunnel (ask 
for SB Datafile CHT (25p in stamps) for a description of this 
site) It was rotten luck that the only accident during the 
weekend was Val’s —- she injured 4 wrist in negotiating one of 
the sites; an top of which, there were so many of us that 
neither Val nor Ken could get into the dining room for the 
Saturday evening dinner! An unfortinate testimony to the huge 
popularity and success of the weekend! 


VISIT TO MAASTRICHT — 4 to 11 AUGUST 


Our week in Maastricht was an immense success - thanks, this 
time, to Eef and Margriet Smitshuysen, our hosts, who even 
moved out of house and home for the week to provide a base 
and accommodation far the SB party of six!!! 


Again, we all saw all we hoped to see - not just the immense 
and impressive underground quarries, but also one of the few 
still at works; the amazing underground fortifications around 
Maastricht; and the internationally famous Rijkholt flint 
mines. 


Sylvia negotiated every site on the programme despite a 
troublesome ankle, and the two-thirds of the party who 
Plected to trave}3 by rail successfully traversed the Belgian 
railway system —- two names for everywhere and trains dividing 
and coalescing en route notwithstanding’? 


Some notes on particular sites will appear in future 
Bulletins. 


B) IN PROSFECT 


Fef and Margrist are visiting England next year and hope to 
see, amongst other things, the Chaldon/Merstham and 
‘Box/Corsham quarries, ard Stonehenge. Flans are already being 
laid for their welcome to England. 


CSEN ANGTHER YEAR? 


Even before we fixed a date for the Maastricht trip, some 
members expressed an interest in a short visit to Caen (Lower 
Normandy) to see the underground quarries in that area. Other 
subterranean sites may be hard to find, but Normandy is a 
pleasant place anyway and the architecture is worth seeing. 
Afiyene interested in such a trip is invited to. contact Faul 
Sowan. | 


THE CROYDON STONE QUARRY SYMPOSIUM - 16 MARCH 1985 


If you would like more precise details of this meeting (ie 
speakers, subjects) closer to the date please send the 
Secretary a SAE marked "quarry Symposium’. 


BATH STONE ‘QUARRY MUSEUM 


Dur member David Pollard is behind this. He hopes to have the 
miseum, in the Corsham/Melksham area, open to the public by 
Faster 1985. A section of underground quarry is to be 
included. 


THE 1985 STUDY WEEKEND 


No firm news yet — Exeter and Sussex are possibilities, or 
perhaps a return to Ironbridge as so few members were able to 
attend our very first Study Weekend. If you have any ideas or 
offers — contact the Secretary! 


DATAF TILES 


Printouts from computeriseo datafiles available were listed 
im Newsletter 1. These are constantly being updated and added 
to - further details will appear in Newsletter 7. 


INFORMAL INFORMATION EXCHANGE — SBIE 


In Bulletin 16 (1982, p13) the Committee’s proposal to make 
membership of SB more useful by extending the existing 
informal information exchange network was briefiy reported. 
Nothing much has happened since, apart from a start being 
made on the computerised data files frem which printouts can 
be supplied. 


The SBIE (Subterranea Britannica Information Exchange) scheme 
offers greater depth —- a multi-way flow of BIBLIOGRAPHICAL 
DATA, NEWSCUTTINGS, FHOTOGCOPIES, FIELD NOTES, etc. Here are 


some established points within what is hoped will become an 
expanding and increasingly useful network: 


MEMBER — WELCGOMES/CAN SUPPLY INFORMATICN ON ... 


BEAMON Mrs Sylvia - ice houses, ice wells, storage, refuge, 
re-use, dwellings —- 16 Honeyway, ROYSTON, Herts SGS VES (0743 
42120) | 


{FEF GEAR Rod F - chalk mines, chalk wells, dane-holes, Kentish 
sites - 18 Bladindon Drive, BEXLEY, Kent DAS SBF 


MARSHALL Fhil —-— Bath/Box/Corsham guarries, Bristol and area 
sites, canal/railway/road tunnels —- 14 Oak Road, Horfield, 
BRISTOL BS7 BRY (0272 47057) 


MORGAN Roger - London/urban sites in general, air-raid 
Shelters - 15a Kensington Court Gardens, Kensington Court 
Place, LONDON WS 


MacCORMICK Alan — rock-cut cellars, subterranean malt—kilns, 
sally-ports, Nottingham and Nottinghamshire sites —- 2O 
Millicent Road, West Bridgford, NCTYTINGHAM 


PEARMAN Harry — home-counties sites of all kinds —- 24 Sydney 
Road, BEXLEYHEATH= Kent 


SOWAN Faul —- subterranean stone quarries, miscellaneous mines 
(especially chalk, clay, fullers earth, sand), drains/sewers, 
tunnels of all kinds and dates, Kent/Surrey/Sussex sites, 
Belgium, Denmark, Faroes, France, [celand, Netherlands and 
Sweden (cther than metalliferous mines) - %6a Brighton Road, 
SOUTH CROYDON, Surrey CR2 6AD 


Let me know if you would like to be added to the list or, if 
already on it, you’d like the iisted interests amended. 


REMEMBER - POSTAGE AND PHOTOCOPIES COST TIME AND MONEY -—- SO 
SERIOUS FPARTICIPATION ONLY PLEASE! 


INFORMAL EXCHANGE VISITS SCHEME — SBEV 


Another scheme, SBEV {Subterranea Britannica Exchange 
Visits), was also proposed in Bulletin i6 (1982, 5 8); I* ve 
lost the few offers already received so may have forgotten 


MEMBER — CAN OFFER TRIPS TO ... 


BURGESS Fetter — east Surrey quarries and sand-mines - %& 
GBakwood Close, REDHILL, Surrey RH!iI 4RE- 


GUEST Margaret and Martin — Dudley canals and limestone mines 
—- NB Magrathea, c/o Canal Transport Services, Norton Canes 
Dock, Lime Lane, PELSALL WSS SAP 


MARSHALL Phil — Bo» quarries — 14 Qak Road, Horfield, BRISTOL 
BS7 BRY (0272 47057> 


RETIREMENT GF SYLVIA BEAMON 


As announced in Newsletter 1, Sylvia Beamon will be retiring 
at the AGM int October having effectively founded SB and 
served as an officer for the entire ten years of its 
existence. Sylvia will be able to attend only the formal AGM 
at our October meeting - one of her sons is to marry = later 
that day - and it is proposed we should make a presentaticn 
to her in recognition of her long and excellent service as an 
officer — PLEASE SEND CONTRIBUTIONS ANG IDEAS TO THE 
SECRETARY 


CONSTITUTION — SBCON 


Sooner or later we shall get down to hammering aut aie proper 
constitution from the two slightly different ones our curious 
history has left us with ! The Secretary proposes to put his 
first draft onto floppy-disc using a word-processor program 
50 that printouts can be sent ouk to anyone (not just 
Committee members) who would tike to chip in with their 
thoughts on what our constiution shoule and should: not) say. 
If you'd like to help formulate the final document, ask for 
SBCON printout. 


INTERNATIONAL STONE QUARRY SYMPOSIUM — HAASTRICHT AUGUST 1986 


Eef Smitshuysen is very keen for there to be an INTERNATIONAL 
STONE QUARRIES SYMFOSTIUM at Maastricht in early August 1986; 
this would be additional to the [nternational Conference 
organised each year by (usually? Societe Francaise d’Etude 
des Souterraines. A centre (with a small quarry conveniently 
at the bottom of the garden!) exists at Maastricht which 
could accommodate up to 3O participants, and lectures, very 
cheaply. If interested (it is envisaged there would be 
underground visits as well’? write tn the Secretary. 


FIELD STUDIES FUND 
This was mentioned in Newsletter 1 — no tanrer’ yet though! 
SEHDACS 


Further details are coming through from SEHDACS - Societe 
d°Etudes Historigues det Anciennes Carrieres et Cavites 
Souterraines - which it appears takes Faris and its area as 
its field of operations. Under Paris itself there are 
extensive and impressive mines and quarries for chalk, 
Gypsum, and stone. We are establishing an exchange agreement 
with SEHDATCS, and they have said they could help with a SE 
visit to same of the underground sites. Issues 3 and 4 af the 
SEHDACS journal LIAISON have now been received, and the 


articles in them inciude Les Anciennes Carrieres de Faris by 


Alain Clement (3, 45-77 (1982)), La Cathedrale Souterrainese de 
la Commune du Pecq by Alain Clement & Robert Chardon (3, 
30-44 (€19827)>, Le Champignon de Faris by M™ Rouillard & AM 
Famery (3, 19-28 (1982)), L’ aqueduc souterrairnm duo Rungis by 
Yves Hardy {s3, 3-7 (19827), L’industrie de la Fierre a batir 
a Carrieres—sur-Seine by R Chardon ‘4, 21 - 34 (19984)), #£=and 
L’homme et les Pierres;: Symbdolisme oes Roches by JV Dubois 
(4, 37-160 (1994)). 


The address for StEHDACS is: 


7 rue Clisson, 75013 PARIS 


OCCUPIERS’ LIABILITY ACT 1784 


This new Act (1984 Chapter 3, S3pp for one pound 30p') amends 
the liability of persons as occupiers of premises for injury 
suffered by persons ather than their visitors ‘occupiers’ 
Liability Act 1957); and amends the Unfair Contract Terms Act 
1977 as it applies to England and Wales in relation toa 
persons obtaining access to premises for recreational or 
educational persons. Whilst the legal jargon is not easy to 
follow, the effact 15 important for aljlewho visit 
subterranean sites and, [ think, does allow those visiting 
them to legally declare that they do so at their own risk. 


PAUL W SOWAN —- SECRETARY 


14 SEPTEMBER 1984 


